
1	 	DANCE	MARATHON	  A continuous, multi-hour 
event in which participants raise funds through 
pledges. Add games, food and other entertainment 
to create an even bigger party! 

2	 	DIME	WARS	  Teams compete by decorating and 
filling jars with dimes with the object of collecting 
the most dimes. Competitors can throw other coins 
(and bills) in competing jars to throw off the dime 
total. The team with the highest dime total (minus 
the other money) wins a prize!   

3	 	SPORT	TOURNAMENT	  Collect a registration fee 
from teams and sell tickets. You can earn extra 
money by having a concession stand!  Dodgeball, 
Baseball, Soccer, Basketball, etc.

4	 	BABY	PHOTO	CONTEST	  Have participants display 
their baby pictures and collect $1 votes for the cutest 
baby. Good for wedding & baby showers, birthdays, 
and office gatherings.

5	 	SCAVENGER	HUNT	  Each team gets pledges to 
participate. The team that finds all of the clues first 
wins the grand prize.  

6	 	TALENT	SHOW	  Encourage participants to 
show off their talents for a great cause. Choose 
a location, organize a roster of acts and select a 
panel of judges. Charge an entrance fee for the acts, 
admission for the audience, and earn extra cash by 
having a concession stand. 

7	 	TREASURE	CHEST	  Fill a chest with donated prizes 
and sell keys to open the chest. 

8	 	RAFFLE/SWEEPSTAKES	  Sell chances to win 
giveaways. Popular items are always tickets to 
sporting events. Ask around to find someone who 
has a season subscription and see if there are any 
games they can’t attend! 

9	 	SELL	YOUR	TALENT	  Take photographs? Make 
jewelry or knitwear? Love to shovel snow, mow the 
lawn or walk the dog? Offer your time and talent to  
friends and family on a donation basis!
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50COMPLETELY ENTERTAINING, COMPLETELY DO-ABLE 
& COMPLETELY AMAZING FUNDRAISING IDEAS!

ABOVE: The Dashmesh Darbar Student Lungar saw members 
of the Sikh community gather for a wonderful meal to raise 
funds for breast cancer.

LEFT: The Techs on Instruments band celebrates their win at 
the annual Techapalooza battle of the bands. Almost $200, 000 
has been raised through this event since it began in 2012.



10	 	BOARD	GAME	TOURNAMENT	  Pick a favorite, such 
as Monopoly. Assemble 4 person teams that will 
work together to accumulate points or you can allow 
individuals to participate. Charge an entry fee for 
each team in order to earn money.

11	 	HAUNTED	HOUSE	  Scare up some great donations 
when you build and operate a haunted house and 
charge admission. 

12	 	MASSAGE-A-THON	  Invite massage school 
students to gain needed experience hours while 
patrons pay a fee to have their tense neck and 
shoulders rubbed. Great add-on for sporting events!

13	 	LAPS	FOR	LOVE	  Secure sponsors to pay a set 
amount for each lap you make around a track,  
gym room or even in the pool!

14	 	COOK-OFF	  Invite guests to compete for bragging 
rights as you charge guests to come and sample and 
vote for the best.  

15	 	PANCAKE	BREAKFAST	  Host a public breakfast, 
charging a set fee for the meal. 

16	 	PICTURE	WITH	SANTA/EASTER	BUNNY/ETC.	  
Charge $5 per shot, less expensive than at the mall 
and for a great cause.  

17	 	BENEFIT	CONCERT	  Raise the roof while you  
are raising money! Get a popular band or group  
of bands to sign on to donate a portion (or all)  
of the ticket proceeds. 

18	 	POTLUCK	DAYS	  Have participants bring their 
favorite dish along with copies of the recipe 
and charge each person to eat lunch or dinner. 
Additional funds can be raised if you sell or  
auction the recipes. 

19	 	COMEDY	NIGHT: Have a comedian perform. Sell 
tickets for the event and give a percentage of the 
proceeds to CCMF. 

20		GREY	CUP/SUPER	BOWL/STANLEY	CUP/WORLD	
SERIES	PARTY	  Have a party, charge admission 
and have people bring lots of food. Make bets  
on the winners!

21	 	MOVIE	NIGHT	  Approach your local theater or 
movie store to ask about sponsorship initiatives. 
Many will either give you a discount or provide the 
event for free with the promise of publicity. If you 
can offer inexpensive admission, plus donated 
concession snacks, your Night at the Movies 
fundraising event will bring in gold! 

22	 	SKATE-A-THON	  Have the use of a skating rink 
donated for a couple of hours. Participants get 
sponsors and individuals to pledge for the hours  
or laps they skate. Have a concession stand to  
raise additional funds. 

23	 		SWIM-A-THON	  Each swimmer who competes 
must complete a set number of laps during a 
designated day. Individuals and sponsors are 
recruited to pledge a certain amount for each  
lap completed. 

24	 	OFFICE	OLYMPICS	  Paperclip chain jump rope, 
office chair races, post-it origami contests. Entry 
fees. Enough said. 

25	 	MYSTERY	DINNER	  Offer couples a great night out 
on the town complete with dinner and entertainment. 
Contract for a group rate at a local inn or restaurant 
with a large reserved dining room. Work with a local 
theater group for script and performers. 
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The Cartier Fire Truck Pull brings the community together for a day  
of friendly competition while raising funds for childhood cancer.



26	 	SOCK	HOP	  Host a dance and charge admission. 
For extra fun, have a theme like a 50’s sock hop  
and sell refreshments that reflect the theme.  

27	 	KNIT	NIGHT	  Hold a knitting class and offer  
hand-knit items for sale. 

28	 		BAKE	SALE	  Put your Grandma’s favorite cookie 
recipe to good use and host a bake sale. 

29	 	KISSES	FOR	KIDS	  Sell candy kisses with a note 
reminding the recipient that the proceeds  benefit 
the amazing kids at CancerCare Manitoba .

30		LEMONADE	STAND	  It’s an oldie but a goodie. 
Pick a location where thirsty people are and sell the 
summer thirst-quenching classic everyone loves. 

31	 	ONLINE	SALES	  Put your creativity to good use  
and turn your drawings, paintings or photos into  
gift items that people can buy online. 

32	 	CRAFT	SALES	  Rent a space to creative artists 
in your community. Charge a flat fee for a each 
local artist and crafts person to exhibit and sell 
their handmade items. Ask each vendor to donate 
one item, then raffle or auction them off to raise 
additional funds. 

33	 	JAZZ	EVENING	  Ideal for those long summer 
evenings, sitting in the warmth of the sunshine, 
listening to jazz and enjoying drinks and 
conversation with friends. 

34	 	GIFT	WRAPPING	DRIVE	  Buy wrapping paper in bulk 
or get some donated and wrap gifts for a small fee. 

35	 	USED-BOOK	FAIR	  Who doesn’t love a good book? 
Ask for donations of gently-used books and sell them. 

36	 	TIE-DYE	FOR	  Discounted t-shirts can be easy to 
find and the low-cost of dye make this a great option 
for lots of sales. You can even offer to tie-dye items 
that people bring you for a fee. 

37	 	TRASH	AND	TREASURE	  A yard sale is a great way to 
get rid of all that extra stuff you aren’t using any more 
and help some amazing kids at the same time. Be sure 
to advertise the sale in advance to maximize traffic. 
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The annual Breast Cancer Pledge Ride is one of the Foundation’s 
longest running events, having raised more than three quarters 
of a million dollars since 2001.

You’re never too young to fundraise! This philanthropic duo raised 
$2400… one cupcake at a time.



38	 	CAR	WASH	  Select a location and time that will 
offer significant public exposure. But be prepared 
with an alternate plan in case of inclement weather. 

39		ONLINE	AUCTION	  Put some memorabilia online 
and let the bidding begin! Use popular sites such  
as Kijiji and Ebay!

40		PIE	IN	THE	EYE	  Auction off pies (made of thin paper 
plates and whipped cream) to be thrown at designated 
volunteers. (AKA, teachers, bosses and coworkers)

41	 	CARDS	FOR	KIDS	  Design and sell one-of-a-kind 
greeting cards. Offer hand-delivery service for an 
additional charge!  

42	 	SEASONAL	CHORE-A-THON	  Grass mowing/leaf 
raking/Christmas light removal or placement. You 
can either charge a flat fee, or ask for fair donations. 
If you decide to go with a flat fee, you can offer 
discounts to elderly neighbors. Safety first! When 
putting up or removing lights, at least two people 
should work together per house so one person can 
hold the ladder.   

43	 	BLUE	JEAN	DRESS	DOWN	DAY:	  Have participants 
pay to have a day to dress in comfy jeans.  

44	 	CLOSE	SHAVE	CHALLENGE	  Set a predetermined 
fundraising goal, and if your group reaches your goal 
in the allotted time, one person (a manager, teacher, 
principal, etc.) could promise to shave his head or 
facial hair or cut her hair.  

45	 	THE	LUNCH-OUT	  Ask all your colleagues or fellow 
students to bring in sandwiches for their lunch and 
donate the money they saved. 

46	 	CUT	YOUR	HAIR	  Take donations and get a drastic 
new do! Shave your head, pixie cut or bob – get 
donations based on how much you chop! Win/Win – 
donate your hair for those in need of wigs due  
to treatments! 

47	 	COOKBOOK	SALE	  Gather favorite recipes from 
friends and family and compile a cookbook to 
sell. Ask well-known people in your community 
to contribute recipes, and cook-up some great 
donations!

48	 	BREAK	THE	BALLOON		  Get prize donations, and 
sell balloons for $5 or $10 (or whatever price) with 
the prize inside guaranteed to have a value of the 
price of the balloon or greater.

49	 		KING/QUEEN	FOR	A	DAY	  Buy a ticket for a chance 
to win a personal assistant for the day who will get 
your coffee, warm your car, run an errand etc. Step 
up the prize package to include a mid-day massage 
or manicure, etc.

50			ICE	CREAM	BAR	  Great for a warm Friday 
afternoon at work or school. Bring an assortment of 
flavors and toppings and let people make their own 
sundaes for a set fee. Talk to local stores/suppliers 
to donate some or all of the items, or at least offer  
a good discount!

Every penny really does make a difference! St John’s High School collected over a million pennies for charity, 
dedicating $5000 to the Teens Living with Cancer program and brain cancer research at CancerCare Manitoba.


